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CHAIRMAN’S CORNER

The Meaning of MINIM

| am sure many people are wondering what MINIM means. Recently, indeed, Vik Nanda asked this ques-
tion. It stands for Masayori Inouye's News, Information and Memoranda. This newsletter was started in
1981 when | was asked to be Chair of the Department of Biochemistry at the State University of New York
at Stony Brook (now called Stony Brook University where Ray Habas was a postdoctoral fellow under
Simon Halegoua, Professor of Neuroscience, who was my first Ph.D. student). It was quite unexpected
for the department to ask me to assume the role of Chair, because | served as the Chair of the Search
Committee for the department. | accepted the offer from Dr. Murberger, the
President of the University under the condition that | would be treated exactly in
the same manner as any other external candidate. Then, | thought that it would
be mutually beneficial if | circulated a monthly newsletter informing the Faculty
about matters concerning the department.

Once | took over the chairmanship of this department in 1987, | simply changed
the title to MINIM at Rutgers. When the name of our medical school was
changed to Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, the title was changed to just
MINIM. MINM now includes news about the department and sometimes a commentary from our depart-
mental faculty members (you are always welcome to write an article or note for MINIM anytime), most re-
cent publications and their abstracts. | hope that MINIM continues to play an important role in the commu-
nication between the departmental faculty members by updating us on our research activity, funding and
collaborations (more than at Stony Brook because our research interests are very widely spread out
among various disciplines and we are also physically spread throughout the campus, from the Stage Re-
search Building, Research Tower Building, CABM and the new SPH/Research Building). MINIM could
also stand for: Motivation, Initiative, Networking, Innovation and Methodology.

Departmental News

Ray Habas presented a seminar entitled "Understanding Wnt signaling during vertebrate
development” at the Conway Institute of Biomolecular and Biomedical Research, Univer-
sity College in Dublin on February 2, 2007.

>
®
=
"\

T
]

B

Mike Hampsey presented a seminar entitled "Gene Loops and Transcription" on January
18, 2007 at the Wadsworth Center, NYS Department of Health in Albany, NY.

Mike Hampsey presented a seminar entitled "Gene Loops and RNA Polymerase Il Tran-
scription” at Southern lllinois University Medical School on February 9, 2007.

(Departmental News continued on page 2)
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Department News (continued from page 1)

Guy Montelione (Adjunct Professor) was elected as a 2006 Fellow of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS Fellow).

Guy Montelione (Adjunct Professor) presented a seminar at the International Keystone Meeting: Fron-
tiers of NMR in Structural Biology in Snowbird, UT from January 4 — 11, 2007.

Paulette Caldwell (Biochemistry Main Office) received her second Master Degree in Human Resource
Management from Rutgers University in January 2007.

Welcome to Geetha Thiagarajan, a Postdoctoral Fellow working in the laboratory of Barbara Brodsky.

Congratulations to Ling Zhu (graduate student in Masayori Inouye’s laboratory) and his wife on the birth
of their daughter, Cynthia on February 6th, 2007.

Barbara Brodsky served as a member of the panel on "Case Studies in Technology Commercialization"
at the 4th Annual New Jersey Biomedical Engineering Showcase on March 9, 2007 at NJIT.
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Publications (continued from page 2)
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