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Comments:  

My research focuses on quality improvement in the primary care setting.  My particular interests include, 

practice change and improvement, physician-patient communication, and cancer prevention and control, in 

general, and as it related to nutrition and physical activity.  My work is beginning to explore how to help 

primary care physicians and patients discuss physical activity and nutrition.  I am currently the PI on a Robert 
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Wood Johnson Foundation funded evaluation of the Prescription for Health initiative.  This initiative funds 

practice-based research networks to develop and pilot test interventions focused on four target areas: smoking, 

risky drinking, diet and physical activity.  I am also the PI on a subcontract with Sue Flocke from Case 

Western Reserve University to work on an NCI-funded R01 that examines physician and patient in the 

primary care setting engage in health behavior counseling.  My training is in health communication, 

qualitative methods and conversation analysis.  
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