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Comments:

For 21 years my patients invited me into their lives and allowed me to be a witness to their suffering and a
participant in their healing. Through them I gained much clinical knowledge, but more importantly they
taught me the value of connection and compassion in the healer’s journey. | am continuing that journey
through my research to better understand how the healing process takes place both at the level of the
individual doctor-patient relationship, and at the level of the whole practice. My research is enriched by
actively seeking out the voices of others who have different life experiences and different expertise than mine.
Those voices include research participants as well as academic colleagues. Much illness is rooted in the
inequities built into the structure of our society. Although it is important to work within the social structure, it
is essential for me to challenge those inequities. That includes publication in traditional peer-reviewed
journals, but also dissemination of research findings in non-traditional ways that may have an impact on both

policy makers and the communities with whom | work.



